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1. INTRODUCTION

Apart from the small play area in Barn Close and the village playing field there are few areas
in Stilton where children may plag playground for primaryageschool childrens notably
absent and developments over pastrs have done nothingaddresshis situation.

Currently,justa fewpeople use the small play area in Barn Cldse remote andrery

limited, only beingsuitable for very young children. Mostlghildren are taketo play areas

in other villages by car, but some, especially chiidders with several children, do not have
cars with sufficiehcapacity so they walk to Fokworth play area and baekot an easy
journey on foot with small children.

Village surveys have highlighted tabsence of a children's playgroyaad Parish

Councillors and villagers alike have considered waymwove the situationin 2018

Stilton Parish Council took the initiative to raise fuolsa new playgroun@see section 4

below) The Council has received overwhelming support andwagement for the project,

from young and old alike. Councillors are keen to respond to the wishes of so many villagers.

As well as organizing furdaising events, the Parish Council has canvassed views from the
school (through the School Counaid a I&ter and questionnair® parenty the Playgroup
(through a letteand questionnair® parent$ as well ahild minders and parents within the
village (see section 8Responses from those representing more than 80 children have been
received. These provide useful information to help the decision making process.

The Parish Councik aware that the two new developments planned for the village, one off
North Street (9@wellings) and the other off High Street (61 dwellings) will increase the
need for play areda Stilton. There havdeen some suggestion that develogéuld
provideplay areas within their developmentsis is discussed further in section 7K.

It is clear to thdParishCouncil that there is no idealsifor a playgroundand no potential
site where villagers are in agreement. Council recognizesvtteakvelit decides to position
the site therera likely to beobjections- "it's too close to my propig”, "it's too distant for
my childreny, "it's too noisy, "it's too small, etc. The Council therefore requestitsl
Amenities Management Committé&MC) to identify suitable site by evaluating all

possible optionghrougloutthe village

The Parish Council als@cognizedhat itcannotcater for the needs of children of all ages
without access to significant funding. It is therefproritizing the needs of younger children
in this, Phase jlof its plan;thoseof older children will be addressedsaobsequentiases.

2. AIM OF REPORT

In 2019, he AMC established the Sutommitteefor Children's and Youth's Amenitiés

consider each possiblesittkac hi | dr ends pl ayagdpooudedrafi n t he vi
report identifying the benefits and drawbacks of the various opfldeCommittee agreed

the Terms ofReference of the Subommittee (annex 1Yhe Subcommittee prepareddraft

reportfor consideration by the AMC
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The overall aim of ti$ report is tgprovide information to the Parish Council on all
possililities for sitinga children's playground for children up to 12 years of(Bhpase 1 of
the Council's plan)}the report might also suggest possibilitiessiting play areagor older
children(Phase 2)Thedraftreportwas discussed and adoptedthy AMC at its meeting on
12 May 20120; it agreed submit thereportto the Parish Councadt its next meetingThe
reportaims tobe suitable for widr circulationjn particular for discussioat a village
meetingthat is to take place before Council's final decision

The reportcontainsfour recommendations that are highlightedhe text(in bold). The
ParishCouncilshouldtake special note of these when discusgsfyture plansit should

also be noted that annex 2 was added to the original report in response to a request from the
Parish Council.

3. MEMBERSHIP OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE

In setting up th&ub-committee the AMC recognizetle important work that the informal
Working Graup for Children's and Youth's Amenities had done in canvassing views and
raising funds. The Committee noted that the Working Group had involved several
Councillors and a good cressction of the community all with interests in children's and
youth's amenies. The AMC therefore invited the established Members of the Working
Groupto join the Subcommittee and assess possible sites for a playground in Stilton.

The following were Members of the Sebmmitteepreparing this reparClir Darnell (Chair
of Subcommittee) Clir Gilden (Chair of Amenities Management Committégl); Shailer
Clir Bull, Linda Angus, Hazel Parmenter, Jennie Longstaff, Mary Croll, Tautvile
Avenauskiene, lan Parmenter and Bex Boston.

4. FUND RAISING EFFORTS

Fundraising began in earnest at the Christmas Fair 2018 and has continued through 2019
with aJumble TrailaTable Top Sale, a Family Fun Day and a second Christmas Fair
Donations in support of these funaising events were received frgm alphabetic orer):

the Angel SpiceBeebys;Bosworth's Garden Centr€plbrooks;David Hartley Associates;
Stilton Butchers; the Stilton Cheese Makers Associatiodthe Talbot A number of
individuals also madextremelygenerous donatiorie support these events.

Recently there have been contributiottsthe fundfrom village (and other)entsand
organizationsthesenclude: the Talbot Waitrose Community Schemthe Guards Concert
Stiltonchurch a New Years Eve everdndHeyes Farm

Following the funeral of Olive Main, Freeman of Stiliamho held dear the development of a
playground area, Olive's family requested that donations in her memory should be to the fund
and many such donations have been receiMeel.Subcommittee believe that theaRsh

Council should make special acknowledgement of Olive's contributions to the village and
recognize the contributions made to the fund in her memory.
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Children have been involved in many of the fund raising eyéetgng to man stalls and
games. A Mnber of the Committee talked to the children at an assembly at the school about
the proposed play area and the Family Fun Day.

Thefundscurrently raised stand approximatel\£12,500. The Sulcommittee has expressed
its gratitude to all those who haventobuted to the fund, and recognizes the importance that
the project has in the village.

RECOMMENDATION 1: The Sub-committee recognize Olive Main's important
contribution to the village and noted her wishes that a children's playground be
established It recommends that she isecognized in some way when the playground is
opened.

5. PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

Membes of the Subcommittee have discussed equipment needed for the playground with
children at the village school and with a number of playground equipment suppliers.
Members have visited other playgrounds in the area to identify useful equi@hgédten
wereinvolved in drawinglesigns for their new play area addntifying their favourite

pieces of play equipment at the Family Fun Day. A member of the Committee spent time in
school discussing the play area with the School's Codria childrerput forwardideas for
equipment and safety at the new play dse sectionld.

Several sippliersof playground equipment have been consulted. Thage helped narrow
down the list of equipment that would be suitable for the 12 and under ageSapgbers
havealso provided guidance on site location and grant applications (see below).

Three members of the Parish Council attended a playground networking event organized by
CAPALC!. Speakers emphasized the need to consider the recreation of all members of the
village and the importance of regular monitoring and inspectiglagfroundsThe benefits

and disadvantages of different playground surfaces was also stiegsedentatia also
highlighted the need for appropriate insurance cover.

The Subcommittee also benefitted from a presentation by a Councillor from Ryhall Parish
Council that was in the process of completing its plans for installing a new children's
playground.

The Subcommitteenoted thaplay equipment for the very young, for primaged children
and those older igery differentand require some segregation. Since spaaeailableare
quite limited (see analysis in sections belthnd Subcommittedargelycorfined its
deliberations, as directed by the Parish Council, tsitiveg of a play area for those up to 12
years {hich it termedPhase I)howe\r, it did give a littlethought to a recreation area for
older childrenhich it has terme&®hase 2)

! Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local Councils
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RECOMMENDATION 2: Equipment suitable for youths (12+) should be considered
for a separatearea. This should be the subject ofreother exercise(Phase 2)

6. SITE REQUIREMENTS

Site requirements are partly selfident and are partly guided by drawing on advice from
suppliers of playground equipmeard the policeldeal requirementir a playground site
include:

) A reasonably sized area of grounith accommodate all of thequired equipment
(i) Pedestriamccessibility- to enable easy access from all parts of the vijlage

(i) An open aspect in built up areto deter vandalism and misuse;

(iv)  Being elatively flatand weltdrained to avoid landscaping costs

(V) Few "obstacles* small treesand shrubsmanhole covers, other hazards avoid
hazards and make best use of space

(vi)  Being somalistancefrom A1(M) - away from noise andir pollution;
(vii)  Having suitable access for emergency services;

(viii)  lllumination at night- to deter nuisance and vandalisthough lighting itself could
cause nuisance;

(ix) CCTV - to detemuisance and identify problems;

x) Free from traffic hazardsee annex 2)

1. DESCRIPTION AND EVALUATION OF POSSIBLE SITES

A total of10 possible sites were consideradletailand theilocations are showon themap
of Stilton (figure 1). Eachsitewas visited, measureghotographe@nd detailed notes taken
Siteswere therevaluaed Descriptions anthe resultor each sit€presentedn alphabetic
ordei) aresummarized in theubsectionselow. Informationis collated under the following
headingslocation ancownershipdimensionsand site descriptio(includingexistingfencing
andneighbouring dwellings and,limitations andoroblemswith possible solutions.

Thepositiveand negative attributed the sitesaresummarized in a table in sectiéro help
decision making. It is recognized that any analysis of the possible areas is likely to be
subjective However, by considering a variety of critelitais hoped that options can be
narrowed and decisions made more easily
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Figure 1
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7A. APREECE WAY

KEY: A 16.2m B 32.6m, C 21.5m. Electricity substatisinown in orange.

-~

View from NorthEast corner
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7/A. APREECE WAY

Position and ownership

Apreece Way amenity area ipatchof grassland off Manor Road by thenction to Apreece
Way (site Aon figure 1).It is close to the geographic centre of the village not far from the
school and village shofrhe siteis alreadyownedand maintainedoy the Parish Councénd,
as it is alredy designated ammenityland, no planning permission would tegjuired for a
playground

Site description

The approximate areaf the siteis 55 m? (allowing for access to the electricity swshation-
see beloy The sites bounded by a high hedge to the southland'playgroundrailings’ to
the westThere are no trees growing on the sitdootpath runs along the northern edge.
There is an electrty substation in the soutleastern corner aniie necessary 2.5 metre
access to this is providdy the footpath anddjacent verge alorthe northern bawdary and
a strip of grassland along the eastern boundaryg@tevay at the norttvestern corner
completes the access to the stdition The site is level and opehhere are dwellings
fronting ontoor alongsidethe area and 2 dwellings with rear gamdbacking ontat.

Limitations and solutions

) Theelectricitysubstation on the soutkastern corner requires access;, thés
described abovean be continued using the footpath gnakss vergadjacento it together
with agrasscorridor to thesast of the siteThis will allow vehicles toaccess theubstation
area The substation i present no hazamtovided theplaygrounds separately fenced from
it.

(i) Parking in Manor Road is difficult at times, however, theisitairly central and
mostwould access the site on fobtanor Road is not on the bus rostebuses would not
present hazardor parked cars or pedestrians

(i)  There will be fencing required for the two "open" sidggpfoximatelyb4 metres)
and two playground gategould be needed'here may also need to be some screen
fencing/hedgingalong the northern boundaifylocal residents consider this important.

(iv) After being informed of the possibility of a playground at the site, local residents
have objected and raised a petition voicing their condegessectiode) A letter of
complaint has also been received from one resident.

(V) The local planning oiters havevisited the site and have adviséerewould beno
planning concerns save the limitation of structwoeselow4 metresn heigt.
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7B. BARN CLOSE

A=122m,B=16.1m,C=155m
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